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the treaty ratified in spite of him, if possible. A commis-
sion of investigation had been authorized by Congress,
after the rejection of the treaty, to visit San Domingo,
and report upon the advisability of the purchase. This
was by way of letting the President down easy rather
than with any serious purpose of carrying out his wishes.
The commission consisted of Benjamin F. Wade, Andrew
D. White, and Samuel G. Howe. While it was at work
steps were taken to reorganize the Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Who prompted that movement was never divulged,
but the attempt and its failure were narrated somewhat
later by Senator Tipton, of Nebraska, in open Senate,
without contradiction. Tipton said that at the begin-
ning of the Third Session of the Forty-first Congress, a
motion was made in the Republican Senate Caucus to
depose Sumner from the chairmanship of the committee
and to remove Schurz, of Missouri, and Patterson, of New
Hampshire, from membership altogether.1 All three had
voted against San Domingo. The motion had been nega-
tived at that time, but the purpose had not been aban-
doned.

The second vote on deposing Sunmer took place in the
Senate March 10, 1871, on a report made by Senator
Howe, of Wisconsin, from the Republican Caucus, for
the assignment of committees for the First Session of
the Forty-second Congress. The Committee on Foreign
Relations, as reported, had the name of Cameron as
Chairman, and Sunnier was not even a member of it.
Then a debate began on the unusual step taken by the
caucus committee in deposing Sumner, without his own
consent, from a place which he had held acceptably dur-
ing all the time that the Republicans had controlled the

1 Cong. Globe. March 10,1871, p. 48.
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